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Spend a while 
on the Nile!  

Meal provided at 5:30pm each day 
 

If you are planning to help with VBS and havenôt 
attended a Safety Awareness Session, 

please contact Pastor Lynn  

Forms are in the 

Narthex 
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 Last week I wrote about smiling and I have had several people comment about 
it.  I must confess that sometimes I wonder how many folks actually read what I write.  
Itôs nice to know that at least some people are reading.  Now, if they are getting 
anything positive then itôs a good thing.  Writing is about sharing ideas.  It allows 
(requires) the author to produce thoughtful, beneficial, statements whic h someone else 
would read.  Whether their time is well spent or wasted depends on what is written and 
how it is read.  I am certain that much writing is vain (of the making of many books 
there is no end- from Ecclesiastes 12.12) and I am also aware that some people do not 
read at all.  I am amazed at the numbers of people who cannot read, or can only read 
a little. For these people the communication must take place off the written page in 
other forms.  
 

 What message does the church communicate?  When our print is read or our 
speaking heard or our actions observed, what truths are conveyed?  Does the world 
hear judgment and narrowness?  Is it self -righteous babble?  Is it nonsense?  Is it 
helpful, insightful, pleasant?  Does the message of the church bring li fe and hope, love 
and joy?  Would it be a ñgood wordò eagerly heard?  Would it be filled with compassion 
and offer a direction for peace? 
 

 Having a smile on our face is a great start.  However, if it is only ñpasted onò 
and doesnôt go deeper than our teeth, it isnôt much of a smile.  I didnôt tell the best 
story about smiles last week.  The family had had a rough morning and they were 
arriving just on time for the worship service when the mother dutifully instructed 
everyone through her clenched teeth, ñSmile everybody, after all weôre CHRISTIANS!ò  
What message does that communicate?  Not the one intended, I suspect.   
 

 I guess what Iôm trying to say is motives are important.  There are lots of 
variables in life, some out of our control, but some are with in our grasp.  Our motives 
are the beginnings but our forms are important also.  So whatever we do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.  (Colossians 3.17) 
-Lynn 



    
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   This humorous story, told in Philip Gulley's Front Porch Tales , illustrates that point:  
 

   "I had an old neighbor when I was growing up named Doctor Gibbs. He didn't look like 
any doctor I'd ever know n. Every time I saw him, he was wearing denim overalls and a 
straw hat, the front brim of which was green -sunglass plastic. He smiled a lot, a smile 
that matched his hat --old and crinkly and well-worn. He never yelled at us for playing in 
his yard. I remember him as someone who was a lot nicer than ci rcumstances warranted. 
 

   When Doctor Gibbs wasn't saving lives, he was planting trees. His house sat on ten 
acres, and his life-goal was to make it a forest. The good doctor had some interesting 
theories concerning plant husbandry. He came from the "No pain, no gain" school of 
horticulture. He never watered his new trees, which flew in the face of conventional 
wisdom. Once I asked why. He said that watering plants spoiled them, and that if you 
water them, each successive tree generation would grow weaker and weaker. So you 
have to make things rough for them and weed out the weenie trees early on.  
 

   He talked about how watering trees made for shallow roots, and how trees that weren't 
watered had to grow deep roots in search of moisture. I took him to mean  that deep 
roots were to be treasured.  
 

   So he never watered his trees. He'd plant an oak and instead of watering it every 
morning, he'd beat it with a rolled up newspaper. Smack! Slap! Pow!  I asked him why he 
did that, and he said it was to get the tre e's attention. 
 

   Doctor Gibbs went to glory a couple of years after I left home. Every now and again, I 
walk by his house and look at the trees that I'd watched him plant some twenty -five 
years ago. They're granite strong now. Big and robust. Those trees wake up in the 
morning and beat their chests and drink their coffee black.  
 

   I planted a couple of trees a few years back. Carried water to them for a solid summer. 
Sprayed them. Prayed over them. The whole nine yards. Two years of coddling has 
resulted in trees that expect to be waited on hand and foot. Whenever a cold wind blows 
in, they tremble and chatter their branches. Sissy trees.  
 

   Funny thing about those trees of Doctor Gibbs. Adversity and deprivation seemed to 
benefit them in ways comfort an d ease never could......" 
 

    Too many times we pray for ease, but that's a prayer seldom met. What we need to do 
is pray for roots that reach deep into the Eternal, so when the rains fall and the winds 
blow, we won't be swept away.  
 

Let your roots grow deep. Steep yourself in the Word of God. 
 

Studying God's Word and reading other stories about 
other believers is a good way to sink deep spiritual 
roots in your life. Like a stu rdy oak tree, a person 
whose roots go deep can withstand storms and dry 
seasons alike. 
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Please remember the following 
when you pray 

Praises  
Prayers for our newborn grandson Miles Lloyd Moyer , born July 1st. Sarah (our 

daughter) and baby are doing fine in Emporia.  Julius & Cheryl Matto 
 

New Grandson for Teri Black ard   Sue Hubert 
 

Prayer Concerns  
1. Unspoken request.  2. I am going to be taking cardiac rehab to make my heart 

stronger.  Ida Klinger  
 

Please pray for safe travel for Sandra & Raven . Kathy Ramirez 
 

Pray for the safety of all of our troops and loved ones in Afghanistan , including our 
dear friend Freddy Wellborn . Russ & Marsheila Runnells 

 

Prayers for my mother Ola Mae Norris , her lung cancer is back -   Teresa & John 
Groves 

 

Please pray for Donna Powell ôs  continued recovery from dehydration.  
 

Terry Ronning  (Mother of Franni/Ring the Bells) will have surgery on Wed. Sue Hubert 
 

Pray for Eric Fields  representative from Spring Arbor ï Kim Kincaid 
 

Pray for those in the hospital  
Golden Living: Edna Bair  & Kathleen Martin  

 

Pray for those who have lost a loved one  
Family of Jeff Perry  who was killed in a car wreck and for the couple in the truck who 

are at KU Med Center.  Eva Wayman & Russ & Marsheila Runnels 
 

Ongoing Cares and Concerns  
Edna Bair, Renee Beard, Ida Klinger, Marie Walker, Kathy Ramirez, 

Maxine Theel, Michael Pelton, Evelyn Lowe, 
Don & Carol Albright, Harry Fuqua, Rachael Hoffman, 
Phyllis Lane, Charles & Phyllis Gable, Chuck Wilson, 
Evelyn Kimmey, Barbara-Sue Rose & Ola Mae Norris 
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Planters II , 200 Delaware 
United Methodist Church , 328 E. 4th St, Tonganoxie 

Salvation Army offices , 600 Walnut Street 
More locations to be added 

 

 

CONTACT:  Marydarlene Morgan to volunteer or for more information  
Cell:  206-257-9298 or call The Salvation Army:  913-682-6523 

 

The Lions Club, US Prison  

& The Salvation Army  

 
 

FREE produce available for families & individuals 
 

Every week a different offering:  
Corn, Squash, Tomatoes, Broccoli 

Cauliflower, Zucchini 
 

Deliveries to the following locations beginning  
9 July and continuing every Friday 

through July from 4 -5 pm  
 

 

 

 

 

    You can make a difference in the 

    lives of M others and their Babies 
    Birthright  of  Leavenworth,  Inc. needs pro-life 

    people with compassion for women and families to 

    listen  to  and visit with women who are facing 

    difficulties surrounding pregnancy.  We presently 

have a core of 17 weekly volunteers and 2 substitute volunteers.  We can use 

people for any of our present shifts Mon., Wed., Fri. from 10:00 am to 1:30 

pm and Tues. and Thurs. from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm.  We also need volunteers 

for the new shifts we are planning to add Mon., Wed.  and Fri. from 1:00 pm 

to 4:00 pm.  There will be training for all new Volunteers, and they will be 

partnered with seasoned volunteers.  Please give this prayerful consideration.  

To inquire about volunteering, please call Margaret McNamee (913)651 -4887.  

 

Having  
Trouble  
Making  

Ends  
meet?  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 10-14th  

4:00-9:00pm 

 
There's a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  We would appreciate any time 

you could give us - one day - all week.  If you have any questions, call me 

at 240 -8291. David Bryant, CMF President 

We will be studying Chapter 7 in the book ñJourney to the Wellò.  We will 

also have the opportunity to view a presentation made by Bishop Vashti 

McKenzie at the opening worship during the Disciple Women's Quadrennial 

Assembly.  Please feel free to bring an appetizer or finger food to share 

with the group.   Hope to see you there!   

 


